
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GOALS 

Throughout the year, we will be applying 

critical thinking skills, practicing collaboration 

and communication, and engaging in 

challenges to increase our science knowledge.  

  

Every student will be expected to participate on 

a daily basis in our class activities. Our class 

will include traditional whole group lessons, 

small group work, independent work, inquiry-

based learning, and hands on projects.  

Regardless of how the lesson is being taught, 

students are expected to remain on task and 

participate to the best of their ability. 

 

 

 

This year, we will: 

 Compare and 

contrast major 

scientific discoveries 

 Categorize scientific 

facts using course 

specific vocabulary 

 Apply concepts 

taught in class to 

conduct hands on 

projects and small-

scale experiments 

 

TOPICS: 
1. Nature of Science                       9. Atomic Structure, Elements, 
2. Motion & Forces                            and Properties 

3. Acceleration & Motion            10. Chemical Bonds 

4. Energy                                      11. Organic Compounds and 

5. Using Thermal Energy                   Useful Materials 

6. Machines                                  12. Solutions 

7. Solids, Liquids, and Gases       13. Chemical Reactions 

8. Classification of Matter           14. Acids, Bases, and Salts 

 

15. Waves, Sound, and Light 

16. Electricity 

 
TEXTBOOK: 
The textbook used in this course is the Glencoe 

Physical Science book.  

 

GRADING:  
Grading for this class will be based on a point system, where 

students earn points by correctly completing different assignments. 

Students will be graded on a variety of assignments including: 

quizzes, tests, projects, homework, and in class activities/tasks. 

 

Letter grades will be awarded based on the Mercer Grading Scale: 

A: 89.5% - 100% || B: 79.5% - 89.45% || C: 69.5% - 79.49% 

D: 59.5% - 69.45% || F: 0 – 59.45% 

 

 Participation Points: 

At the beginning of each quarter, students will 

be given 50 participation points. Students will 

retain their participation points by remaining 

on task and following all class expectations. 

Should a student fail to meet any of the class 

expectations, they will lose one participation 

point. At no point, will students be able to earn 

back participation points they previously lost. 

Physical science is a course 

designed to focus on the study of 

naturally occurring, non-living 

systems. As we progress through 

the year, we will continually 

build upon the knowledge we 

gained in earlier chapters and 

units. We will learn in depth 

about different natural 

phenomena we experience daily 

within our solar system.  

 

Mrs. Fox 

efox@mercer.k12.pa.us 

724-662-5104 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Science-symbol-2.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://elperchero3.blogspot.mx/p/unit-7-five-senses.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


MAKE-UP WORK POLICY: 
Our class will follow the make-up work policy outlined in the 

Mercer Handbook. 

 

Work from missed days will be found in the student center when 

you return from your absence. Your work will be located in your 

class period folder in the absent work crate. Your work will have 

your name clearly written on the top of the page.  

 

It will be YOUR responsibility to get the work you missed on your 

first day back in class.  

 

You will have ONE WEEK to complete this work for full credit. 

 

Work not turned in within one week of your return to school will 

follow the late work policy outlined to the right.  

 

  

SPECIFIC CLASS POLICIES: REQUIRED MATERIALS: 

Test/Quiz Corrections: 
Students will be able to complete corrections for any test or quiz 

taken in our class. Students will use the provided corrections sheet 

and will complete each part of the question correctly to earn points 

back. For each question that the student corrects, they will earn ½ 

credit back on their overall test score. (Ex. 1 point test question = ½ 

point after corrections. 4 point question = 2 points after corrections.) 

 

Test Retakes: 
Students will be able to retake ONE test PER SEMESTER (One 

semester = 2 nine week quarters). If students would like to retake a 

test, they must completely fill out the provided test retake request 

form and submit it to Mrs. Fox. Record will be kept and students 

will earn the higher score of the two tests taken. Retake tests WILL 

NOT be identical to the original test taken.  

 

Homework Passes: 

 

To ensure that students can participate in class 

each day and complete any assignments, it is 

critical that students report to class prepared 

each day. Students are expected to bring 

their Mercer issued laptop, a writing utensil, 

and either a notebook and folder or a binder 

with loose leaf paper inside. 

 
 

*I highly recommend a 3 ring 

binder with either paper or a 

notebook to organize any 

handouts or guided notes.* 

Students may earn homework passes in class by earning stamps 

from Mrs. Fox. A homework pass sheet has been provided for 

students to collect their earned stamps. Students will receive a stamp 

for earning an A on any test, quiz, or project. Students can also earn 

stamps by exceeding class expectations and by being a stellar 

student and peer. 10 stamps will equal one homework pass. Students 

will attach their homework pass to their homework before turning it 

in when it is due. (Students do not have to participate in this activity 

if they do not wish to.)  

 

LATE WORK POLICY: 

When homework is assigned, it is due at the 

beginning of class the next day. (Unless a 

specific due date is given by Mrs. Fox.) 
 

Homework is NOT to be completed during 

class instruction time, but may be worked on in 

class if independent work time is allotted. 
 

Any work not turned in before class begins 

will be considered late. Late work may be 

turned in up until the end of the school day 

ONE DAY AFTER it is due. Late work may 

earn a MAXIMUM of HALF CREDIT. 

CLASSROOM 

EXPECTATIONS: 

- Be Seated When the Bell Rings 

- Raise Your Hand to Talk 

- Come Prepared Daily with your Laptop, 

Notebook, and Writing Utensil 

- NO CELL PHONES AT ANY TIME 

- Follow all classroom procedures outlined 

in the syllabus and discussed in class * Act with Integrity * Take Ownership * 

* Strive for Excellence * 



A Note to Parents/Guardians: 
I am looking forward to teaching your son or daughter this school year. As the year progresses, I will undoubtably 

have the joy of getting to know your student better. My goal this year is to provide your student with a quality 

education, a safe learning environment, and an exciting year of learning. I encourage you to stay up to date with your 

student’s progress in my class by regularly checking Tyler for current assignments and grades. 

 

If at any point, you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to me immediately. I will be able to respond 

most quickly through email, especially during the school day. My email is: efox@mercer.k12.pa.us 

Thank you for reading! Please cut above and return this signed page to me by 8/31. 
 

Student Printed Name: __________________________ Student Signature: _________________________________ 

 

Guardian Printed Name: _________________________ Guardian Signature: ________________________________ 

 

Guardian Contact Info (The best way to reach you!): ____________________________ 

 

Comments, Questions, or Concerns: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


